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1929 OUTING ALONG THE JOHN MUIR TRAIL 


The outing this coming summer, which will complete the final link in the John Muir Trail 
so far as Outings are concerned, is awakening most enthusiastic interest. Old-timers as well as 
many from other mountaineering clubs are planning to join in this trip which will take place 
during the last three weeks of July and the first week in August, covering that portion of the 
High Sierra between the headwaters of the South Fork of the San Joaquin and the Soda Springs 
property of the Club in Tuolumne Meadows, Yosemite National Park. Camps at strategic points 
of sufficient duration will be established so that the nearby regions can be thoroughly explored. 
The outing announcement will appear shortly after the first of the year. 


MINUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Sierra Club was held at the Club Rooms, 402 
Mills Building, San Francisco, California, at 10 o'clock A. M., on Saturday, December 8, 1928. 
Present: Directors Badé, Bernays, Colby, Dawson, Farquhar, Huber, LeConte, McDuffie, Parsons, 
Price, Wright. Absent: Directors Rowell, Tappaan, Treat. Mr. John J. Mazza, chairman of 
the San Francisco Bay Chapter, was also present. Mr. Tyler R. Van Degrift, chairman of the 
Southern California Chapter, wrote expressing his regret at being unable to attend. Mr. Duncan 
McDuffie, Vice-President, who has served as Acting President since the death of President 
Aurelia $. Harwood in June, presided. 

Before proceeding to the business of the day the following resolution was adopted: Whereas 
the Sierra Club has sustained a most profound loss in the death of its beloved President, Aurelia 
§. Harwood, who devoted her life so unselfishly to helping others and who, in numberless ways, 
gave evidence of her loyal support of the Sierra Club and its work, resolved that the Directors 
of the Club take this opportunity of publicly expressing their sentiment of sympathy and regret 
to all those who were near her; and further resolved that a memoir of Miss Harwood be published 
in the February number of the Sierra Club Bulletin. 

It was voted that the vacancy in the Board of Directors caused by the death of Miss Har- 
wood on June 10, 1928, be left unfilled for the remainder of the term out of regard for her 
memory. 

The Board then proceeded to elect Mr. Duncan McDuffie president for the remainder of 
the Club's year. Mr. Phil S. Bernays was elected Vice-President to fill the position vacated by 
Mr. McDuffie’s election as president. 

The Secretary reported that in response to an urgent appeal from Superintendent John R. 
White, of Sequoia National Park, the Club had paid out of its treasury last June the sum of 
$1,000 to match an equal amount provided by Federal appropriation for the purchase of the 
patented land in Kern Cafion, commonly known as Lewis Camp. This property, lying within 
the boundaries of the park, was thus restored to government ownership. Of the amount paid 
by the Club, $605 was derived from contributions previously made for this purpose, and the 
balance was advanced from another fund. Appeals made in the June and August numbers of 
the Bulletin brought in further contributions amounting to $294, leaving a deficit of only $101. 
A motion authorizing the payment of this balance from the general fund was carried. 

Mr. Bernays was appointed chairman of a committee of three, the other two members to 
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be chosen by him, to decide matters pertaining to the placing of Sierra Club registers on moun- 
tain peaks. 

Two communications from Mr. M. Hall McAllister of the Sierra Club Lodge Committee 
were taken up with a view to reaching a solution as to the future status of the Shasta Alpine 
Lodge. After discussion the following resolution was adopted: Whereas it seems desirable for 
the accommodation of the public to establish a state park on Mount Shasta, and whereas Mr, 
M. Hall McAllister, a member of the Sierra Club, has made certain proposals with reference to 
the establishment of such park, be it resolved that a committee be appointed to confer with Mr. 
McAllister and the California State Park Commission with reference to such establishment of a 
state park, and report to the Executive Committee which shall have power to act in the matter 
and make recommendations relative thereto. 

A motion was passed authorizing a contribution of $100 for the year 1928 to the National 
Conference on Outdoor Recreation, it being understood that this would be a final contribution 
to enable the Conference to complete its work. It was also voted to continue the membership 
of the Sierra Club in the Associated Outdoor Clubs of America and to pay the annval member. 
ship fee of $15. 

The Secretary was directed to send a telegram of sympathy and good wishes from the 
directors and officers of the Sierra Club to Stephen T. Mather, Director of the National Park 
Service, an honorary vice-president of the Club, who was reported to be ill at his home in Chicago. 

Mr. Huber made a report on the progress of the John Muir Trail and it was the opinion 
of the Board that it would be most advantageous to the public interest if an additional sum 
of $10,000 be allotted by the State to be used toward the completion of the Trail. 

Mr. Farquhar reported that the February issue of the Sierra Club Bulletin was progressing 
in a satisfactory manner, most of the material being in hand; that the articles and illustrations 
promised an especially interesting number. A plan for disposing of the surplus stock of back 
numbers of the Sierra Club Bulletin was adopted, announcement of which will be made as soon 
as the details have been worked out. 

The Committee on Private Lands in Yosemite National Park was called on for a report 
which brought forth the following resolution: Resolved that the Sierra Club considers the resto- 
ration to public ownership of private lands within the national parks, and particularly the Yosemite 
National Park, a most serious problem requiring prompt action; and that the Club use every 
endeavor to arouse nation-wide action to prevent the threatened destruction of the Yosemite 
forests by the lumbering of privately owned lands; further resolved that a special committee be 
constituted to act in the matter, consisting of the Executive Committee and Mr. Farquhar as 
chairman of the Committee on Private Lands in Yosemite National Park. (Note: This com- 
mittee immediately gave out a statement to the Associated Press and telegraphed the New York 
Times with excellent results. A telegram was also sent to Representative Cramton, of the House 
Appropriations Committee, who introduced an amendment to the Interior Department bill by 
which funds for purchase of private lands will become available.) 

The attitude of the Sierra Club toward the Kings River Cafion region was discussed. It 
was the opinion of the Board that, although this area had not been included in the area added 
to Sequoia National Park by the Congressional Act of 1926, nevertheless it is of national park 
character and should be added to Sequoia National Park as soon as possible, thereby completing 
the enlargement of Sequoia National Park begun by the Act of 1926. It was with the distinct 
understanding on the part of the Club that it would in no wise change its attitude as to the 
advisability of adding the Kings River area to the Park or relax its efforts in this direction that 
it yielded temporarily to the immediate advantage of having the Kern River area added to the 
Park in 1926. The Executive Committee was authorized to take such action as it deemed ad- 
visable in furthering the inclusion of the Kings River area in the Park. 

In this connection, the question was raised as to what attitude the Club should take toward 
the building of the comtemplated road into Kings River Cafion. It was pointed out that the 
State of California had through legislative action and also by adoption of an early road bond 
act favored the building of such a road and, while some of the Directors expressed regret that 
roads were being built so rapidly, which tended to diminish seriously the wilderness areas of 
California, that in this particular case very good friends of the mountains and those who sym’ 
pathized with the retention of large wilderness areas were strongly in favor of the construction 
of this particular road. It was the sense of the meeting that the Sierra Club should co-operate 
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with those who were urging the building of this road and endeavor to have it located in the 
most advantageous place, and also to try to create a sentiment against any road extension beyond 
the floor of the main cafion. 

The following were appointed to act as the Nominating Committee to select names to be 
placed on the ballot at the coming election of directors of the Sierra Club: Robert L. Lipman, 
Chairman; C. Nelson Hackett, Mrs. Frank L. Bradley, Neill C. Wilson, Mark H. White; alter- 
nates: Edward Rainey, Ethelinda M. James, John J. Mazza. 

The following were appointed Judges of Election to act in the counting of the ballots at 
the next regular election of directors: Mrs. E. A. Abeel, Mrs. Orwell Logan, Alice Meussdorffer, 
Mrs. James A. Morgan, Mrs. A. E. Neuenburg, Ada Smith, Mrs. Oliver G. Tubby, Mrs. W. K. 
Webber, Elsie Zeile; alternates: Helena M. Beam, Helen J. Shafter, Juanita E. York. 

Ws. E. Coxsy, Secretary. 


STATE PARK BONDS OVERWHELMINGLY AUTHORIZED 


A great step forward in the park history of California was taken on November 6th when 
the people of the state by a vote of $75,979 for, as against 346,998 opposed, adopted the State 
Park Bond Act which the Club has so loyally supported. This vote furnishes a most inspiring 
reflection of the attitude of the people of the state generally toward the enlargement of the 
state parks system. The matching of the $6,000,000 in state bonds provided for by the act will 
eventually mean that $12,000,000 worth of park property will be acquired by the state under 
this authority. On December 31st there will be filed with the Secretary of State by the State 
Park Commission a report on state recreational opportunities with recommendations as to the 
best policy to attain the objects sought. The major report has been prepared by Frederick Law 
Olmsted, selected by the Commission because of his outstanding ability and knowledge of this 
subject. Nothing approaching the comprehensiveness and wisdom of this report has been pre- 
pared in California heretofore and, so far as we are aware, it is the finest report of its kind 
that has ever appeared in the United States. Over 325 potential state park areas recommended 
to the Commission have been considered by Mr. Olmsted in making his report. An endeavor 
will be made to place some of the more important parts of the report in the hands of Sierra 
Club members at an early date. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF WINTER SPORTS IN YOSEMITE 


The greatest variety of winter sport events ever witnessed here is promised for the coming 
winter by E. Des Baillets, recently appointed winter sports director for Yosemite National Park. 
An expert in this field, he is planning the introduction here of many winter sports such as are 
featured in Canada and the eastern United States. 

Ice skating, the first winter sport to come in season in Yosemite, with the drop of the 
thermometer toward the latter part of November, is to be held in a new outdoor rink measuring 
2,400 square feet. The rink, located across the road from Camp Curry, will be electrically 
lighted at night. It is considered an ideal rink for local conditions. An expert figure skating 
teacher will be in attendance, together with several other instructors to assist beginners in the 
finer points of the art. The ice skating rink has been leveled and will be built from the ground 
up by frequent sprinklings with hot water so as to allow the old surface to adhere to the new 
and present a smooth top after each freezing. Snow removal, always a serious problem in the 
maintenance of outdoor rinks, will be accomplished by the use of motor driven scrapers. Plans 
for the ice skating season also include figure skating exhibitions, hockey matches, skating gym- 
khana, and costume carnivals. 

Four expert ski instructors are being brought to Yosemite from Canada to give the visitors 
general ski instruction, with 100 pairs of skis on hand to insure plenty of equipment. Ski-joring, 
a form of skiing where the locomotion is supplied by a horse, while the enthusiast “holds on for 
dear life,” is another sport planned for this coming winter in the Park. 

Trips will be made at frequent intervals throughout the winter to Glacier Point over the 
four mile trail with a trained Swiss guide leading the party. The Glacier Point Hotel is being 
kept open especially to accommodate winter visitors. 

The half-mile toboggan slide, the center of interest in previous years, has been improved. 
In addition, the little slide, where visitors use ash can lids as toboggans, is being conditioned 
for another strenuous winter sports season. 
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There are indications that a famous Alaskan Dog Team will be secured to carry passengers 
over a selected course in the upper end of the Valley. 3 

Acting Superintendent E. P. Leavitt, after a conference with Dr. Don Tresidder and Deg 
Baillets, has decided to close approximately seven miles of road in the Valley for the sole purpose | 
of skiing, snowshoeing, ski-joring, and the use of large and small horse-drawn sleighs. 


ANNUAL DINNER 


The annual Sierra Club dinner was held in San Francisco at The Women's City Club on 
December 8, 1928. There were approximately 250 members and friends in attendance. Mr, 
Duncan McDuffie, the newly elected president of the Club, presided and brief talks were made 
by Mrs. Huber, Mr. Colby, Mr. Albright and Dr. Badé. Mr. Bestor Robinson exhibited two 
moving picture films taken on the Club's Canadian outing to Jasper and Robson parks. These 
proved intensely interesting, and Mr. Robinson's account of the progress of the trip added to 
the understanding of the scenes. Films taken by Dr. E. W. Cleary and Dr. Corwin S. Clarke 
were combined with those taken by Mr. Robinson. The pictures gave a splendid idea of the 
great value of what can be done nowadays with amateur movie cameras and they furnish a 
splendid record of the events of the outing. Some of the climbing scenes were particularly 
thrilling and gave an adequate idea of the dangers encountered, especially in the scaling of the 
icewall on Mount Robson. The Club now owns copies of a portion of these films which will 
be available to members desiring to exhibit them. A small charge will be made for their loan 
to defray cost. Those present particularly enjoyed Mrs. Ansel Adams’ singing and the accom 
paniment by Mr. Adams. Dancing followed. Altogether this was one of the most enjoyable 
dinners the Club has ever undertaken. 


SAN FRANCISCO BAY CHAPTER NOTES 


At the annual organization meeting of the San Francisco Bay Chapter Executive Committee, 
held on November 13th, the following officers were elected to serve for the ensuing year: Chair 


man, John J. Mazza; vice chairman, Penny Warwick; secretary, Ada E. Moffitt; treasurer, Helen 
M. McElligott. The following were appointed chairmen of committees: Local walks, Loren B. 
Taber; entertainment and educational, Portia Bradley; membership, Penny Warwick. 


FOURTEEN THOUSAND FOOT CLIMBERS 


In accordance with a plan approved by the Board of Directors a year ago, certificates have 
been issued to 22 members of the Club who have climbed at least five peaks over 14,000 feet in 
altitude. This plan was proposed for the purpose of stimulating interest in high mountain climb 
ing among members of the Sierra Club. The 14,000 foot peaks are used for qualifying, not 
because they are supposed to be difficult, but rather because they offer reasonable hope of attain 
ment to a large number of members. There are 13 such peaks in California, 1 in Washington, 
and between 40 and 50 in Colorado. Alaska, Mexico, the Alps and other parts of the world 
may occasionally furnish opportunities for Sierra Club members. The list of peaks already 
reported for qualification is an interesting one. Several of the climbers have more than five 
such peaks to their credit, but only the five designated on the certificate are included in the 
following list, which indicates the number of times each peak is mentioned. Unless otherwise 
stated, the peaks are in California. Shasta 20, North Palisade 16, Whitney 16, Rainier (Wash 
ington) 10, Williamson 8, Sill 6, Tyndall 5, Split 4, Middle Palisade 4, Russell 4, Longs (Colo 
rado) 4, Langley 3, Muir 2, Grays (Colorado), Massive (Colorado), Elbert (Colorado), Harvard 
(Colorado), Orizaba (Mexico), Popocatapetl (Mexico), Iztaccihuatl (Mexico), Bosse du Drome- 
daire (Alps). The 14,000 foot peaks in California not listed are White Mountain and Barnard; 
both have been climbed by one or more of those reporting, but have not been selected for the 
five peaks mentioned on the certificates. Those who have so far received certificates are: Joseph 
N. Le Conte, Walter L. Huber, Francis P. Farquhar, E. C. Franklin, Otis McAllister, Carl Kehr 
lein, Oliver Kehrlein, Jr., Oliver Kehrlein, Eleanor E. Bartlett, Homer D. Erwin, Julie De€ 
Mortimer, Stuart R. Ward, Neill C. Wilson, Walter H. Van Zwoll, Theophil L. Fritzen, Alice 
B. Carter, Bestor Robinson, Norman Clyde, Mary K. Adams, A. Everard Gunther, Edward P. 
Steen, John J. Mazza. Others who have qualified are invited to send in their names to the 
Secretary of the Sierra Club. 
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